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Kindergarten Swimmy Leo Lionni 

Deep in the sea there lives a happy school of little fish. Their 
watery world is full of wonders, but there is also danger, and the 
little fish are afraid to come out of hiding . . . until Swimmy comes 
along. Swimmy shows his friends how—with ingenuity and 
teamwork—they can overcome any danger. 

First Grade 
From Seed to 

Pumpkin 
Wendy 
Pfeffer 

Pumpkins can be baked in a pie, carved into jack-o'-lanterns, and 
roasted for a healthy snack. But how does a tiny seed turn into a 
big pumpkin? With clear text and detailed, colorful illustrations, 
this book explains what a pumpkin seed needs to help it grow! 

Second 
Grade 

Mango, 
Abuela, and Me 

Meg Medina 

Mia’s abuela has left her sunny house with parrots and palm 
trees to live with Mia and her parents in the city. The night she 
arrives, Mia tries to share her favorite book with Abuela before 
they go to sleep and discovers that Abuela can’t read the words 
inside. Then Mia sees a parrot in the pet-shop window and has the 
perfect idea for how to help them all communicate a little better. 

Third Grade 
The Boxcar 

Children 

Gertrude 
Chandler 
Warner 

The Aldens begin their adventure by making a home in a boxcar. 
Their goal is to stay together, and in the process, they find a 
grandfather. 

Fourth 
Grade 

The Lion, the 
Witch and the 

Wardrobe 
C.S. Lewis 

Narnia… the land beyond the wardrobe door, a secret place 
frozen in eternal winter, a magical country waiting to be set free. 
Lucy is the first to find the secret of the wardrobe in the 
professor's mysterious old house. At first her brothers and sister 
don't believe her when she tells of her visit to the land of Narnia. 
wardrobe themselves. 
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Fifth 
Grade 

The City of 
Ember 

Jeanne DuPrau 

Many hundreds of years ago, the city of Ember was created by 
the Builders to contain everything needed for human survival. It 
worked…but now the storerooms are almost out of food, crops 
are blighted, corruption is spreading through the city and worst 
of all— the lights are failing. Soon Ember could be engulfed by 
darkness… 

Sixth 
Grade 

Hatchet Gary Paulsen 

Brian is on his way to Canada to visit his estranged father when 
the pilot of his small prop plane suffers a heart attack. Brian is 
forced to crash-land the plane in a lake--and finds himself 
stranded in the remote Canadian wilderness with only his 
clothing and the hatchet his mother gave him as a present 
before his departure. 

Seventh 
Grade 

Old Yeller Fred Gipson 

At first, Travis couldn't stand the sight of Old Yeller. The stray dog 
was ugly, and a thieving rascal, too. But he sure was clever, and a 
smart dog could be a big help on the wild Texas frontier, especially 
with Papa away on long cattle drive up to Abilene. 

Eighth 
Grade 

The Swiss 
Family 

Robinson 
John David Wyss 

The Robinsons leave their home in Switzerland planning to settle 
half a world away. But things do not turn out as they had 
expected. The sole survivors of a terrible shipwreck, they wash 
ashore to learn that the danger has only begun. Their new world 
will test their courage, cleverness, endurance, and faith as they 
struggle to survive and create a civilization of their own in the 
wilderness. 

Ninth 
Grade 

1984 George Orwell 

The scene is London, where there has been no new housing since 
1950 and where the city-wide slums are called Victory Mansions. 
Science has abandoned Man for the State. As every citizen knows only 
too well, war is peace. To Winston Smith, a young man who works 
in the Ministry of Truth (Minitru for short), come two people who 
transform this life completely. 
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